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Dr. Reuben Archer Torrey
Reuben Archer Torrey, the son of a banker, was born in New
Jersey onjanuary 28, 1856. He entered Yale College at age 15
intending to become an attorney. After three years of worldly
involvement, he trusted Christ as his Savior and decided to
enter the ministry. In 187 5, he graduated with honors and that
Fall entered the Yale Divinity School where he distinguished
himself by \\rinning the Hebrew Award.
In Torrey's senior year, D.L. J\Ioody, the great evangelist,
spoke in chapel. Moody, unimpressed with Torrey's scholarly
achievement, advised him: ''Young man, you'd better get to
work for the Lord." Swallowing his pride, Torrey asked J\.foody
to teach him how to lead someone to Christ. After giving
Torrey and a few of his fellow students several verses of
Scripture, !\foody charged, "Now gentlemen, go at it." Torrey
did, leading to Christ a young lady whom he used to meet in
the ballroom. That experience transformed his attitude toward
the ministry.
Torrey's conversion did not settle all his doubts, however. He
was especially troubled by the Bible's account of the
resurrection of Christ. Could he really believe it? Torrey
studied the evidence carefully, and found it
overwhelming. There was no doubt that Christ had risen from
the dead. "That conclusion, 11 he recalled, "carried everything
with it that was essential. 11
After graduation from seminary, Torrey was ordained by the
Congregational Church and served as pastor ofa

Congregational church in Ohio where he met his wife.
Torrey then attended graduate school in Germany. He studied
under Franz Delitzsch, the leading authority on Old Testament
criticism and Hebrew in Germany and co-author of the famous
Keil & Delitzsch Comrnen•tary on the Old Testament.
Theodore Zahn, one of the foremost authorities on the New
Testament and author of the monumental Introduction to the
New Testament, was also one of his professors. During his
studies abroad, Torrey settled the question of whether the Bible
was the inspired and inerrant vVord of God. He knew he could
trust it, and he never wavered again. For financial reasons
Torrey was unable to finish his graduate work in Germany.
Years later Wheaton College awarded him the Doctor of
Divinity degree Gune 20, 1907).
From Europe he went to Minneapolis where he pastored the
Open Door Church and organized the People's Church
(Congregational). At the same time he became superintendent
of the city mission. This work gave him further seasoning in the
ministry and showed him the power of the gospel to transform
lives.
Such a background produced a man who could handle himself
and the Bible well, whether on skid row or among theological
scholars. Said one biographer, "He could kneel beside a drunk
in a mission or explain the gospel at an elegant dinner table."
When tfoody was searching for a superintendent for his
proposed Bible Institute in Chicago, he was advised to secure
Torrey, which he did. Torrey designed the curriculum for the
new Bible Institute which became the pattern for many all over

the world. In Chicago, Torrey authored several books and also
pastored the Chicago Avenue Church Qater renamed the
Moody Memorial Church), which Moody had established in
1564.
From 1902 to 1905, Torrey toured the world conducting
evangelistic campaigns in Australia, New Zealand,Japan,
China, India, Scotland, Ireland, and England, as well as
America. Dming their travels, multiplied thousands trusted
Christ.
In the summer of 1911, Torrey was invited to be the new dean
of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles. Torrey's biographer,
Roger Martin, states,
"His acceptance, however, included two stipulations. First, he
stated that a church should be organized to function in much
the same capacity as the Moody l\1emorial Church was to the
Moody Bible Institute. Second, and more important, the
auditorium of the Institute and church should be able to
accommodate at least 3,500 people for evangelistic services."
The reasons for these conditions were aptly stated by his son
Reuben.
"He considered this essential for the more adequate training
of the students as a practical laboratory, and also it would
enable him to continue the evangelistic preaching mission to
which he believed God had called him. It would also make
possible a strong evangelical witness in the heart of Los
Angeles and serve as a platform from which conservative
leaders from around the world could be heard."

He gained a most enthusiastic reception on the part of the
Institute faculty and student body. The King's Business, stated,
"The coming of Dr. Torrey to our Bible Institute marks a new
era in the progress of our work .... \Vhen we felt the need and
commenced to pray for a dean, we asked of the Lord the best
man available for such an important position, but we had not
thought the Lord would give us the biggest as well as the best."
Under his direction the Institute became widely known as a
well-equipped, well-staffed and well-conducted Christian
school. Torrey's vision for the Institute was to unite theory and
practice in Christian activity in addition to specialized Biblical
training. One of Dr. Torrey's noteworthy achievements was
the adoption of a clear and concise Statement of Doctrine
adopted by the Board of Directors, which is still the official
statement of Doctrine held by Biola University.
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INTRODUCTION
THE addresses in this book have been delivered
to large audiences of business and professional
men in cities and large towns in Australia, New
Zealand, Tasmania, England, Scotland, and Ire
land. Many who have been helped by them
have urged me to put them into book form in
order that they may be preserved for reference,
and that they may be circu1ated among friends,
hence this volume.
In Melbourne the Town Hall was packed
with 2500 men of all classes at the noon hour
each day to listen to these addresses. In Sydney
I am told that in the crowd that thronged the
Centenary Hall there were many prominent busi
ness men and members of both Houses of the
Legislature, who gave up their mid-day meal
each day to attend. In Great Britain and Ire
Jand men very prominent in commercial and
professional life, a large number of University
men, both professors and students, have spoken
to me of the help that has come to them from
these addresses, not a few having been shaken
in their faith by the critical discussions of the
present day. Many agnostics, skeptics, Uni
tarians, and destructive critics have testified
publicly to having been led by these lectures to

Yb

·,m

INTRODUCTION

give up their former erroneous positions. I have
been especially encouraged by the number of my
brethren in the ministry who have testified in pub
lic and private of the help received. I pray
that these addresses may be used in this printed
form to lead many thousands more out into the
light and strength that come from faith in the
Bible and in the Christ of the Bible.

FIRST TALK
ONE REASON WHY I :BELIEVE THE :BIBLE TO :BE
THE WORD OF GOD

most important question in religious
thought is, "Is the Bible the \Vord of God?,,
If the Bible is the Word of God, an absolutely
trustworthy revelation from God Himself d
Himself, His purposes and His will, of man's
duty and destiny of spiritual and eternal realities,
then we have a starting-point from which we can
proceed to the conquest of the whole domain of
religious truth. But if the Bible is not the '\Vord
of God, if it is the mere product of man's think
ing, speculating, and guessing, not altogether
trustworthy in regard to religious and eternal
truth, then we are all at sea, not knowing
whither we are drifting, but we may be sure
that we are not drifting toward any safe port.
I did not always believe the Bible to be the
Word of God. I sincerely doubted that the
Bible was the Word of God. I doubted that
Jesus Christ was the Son of God. I doubted
whether there was a personal God. I was not
an infidel-I was a skeptic. I did not deny-I
questioned. I was· not an atheist-I was an
agnostic. I did not know, but I determined to
find out. If there was a God, I determined to
THE
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find that out, and act accordingly. If there was
not a God, I determined to find that out, and act
accordingly. If Jesus Christ was the Son of
God, I detennined to find that out, and act ac
cordingly. If Jesus Christ was not the Son of
God, I determined to find that out, and act ac
cordingly. If the Bible was the Word of God,
I determined to find that out, and act accord
ingly ; and if the Bible was not the Word of
God, I determined to find that out, and act ac
cordingly. I found out. I found out beyond
a peradventure that there is a God, that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God, that the Bible is the
Word of God. To-day it is with me not a mat
ter of mere probability, nor even of mere belief,
but of absolute certainty.
I am going to give you some of the reasons
why I believe the Bible to be the Word of God.
Not all the reasons-it would take months to do
that; not even the reasons which are most con
clusive to me personally, for these are of such a
personal and experimental character that they
cannot be conveyed to another. But I will give
you reasons that will prove conclusive to any
candid seeker after the truth, to anyone who
desires to know the truth and is willing to obey
it. They will not convince one who is deter
mined not to know the truth, or who is unwill
ing to obey it. If one will not receive the love
of the truth, he must be left to his own deliberate
choice of error, and given over to strong de-
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lusion to believe a lie. But if one is searching
for the truth, no matter how completely he is
in the fog to-day, he can be led into the truth.
I believe the Bible to be the Word of God, first
of all, because of the testimony of Jesus Christ
to that fact. We live in a day in which many
men say that they accept the teaching of Jesus
Christ, but that they do not accept the teaching
of the whole Bible; that they believe what Jesus
Christ says, but as to what Moses said, or is
said to have said, and what Isaiah said, or is
said to have said, and what Jeremiah said, and
Paul said, and John said, and the rest of the
Bible writers, they do not know about that.
This position may at the first glance seem
rational, but, in point of £act, it is utterly irra
tional. If we accept the teaching of Jesus
Christ, we must accept the whole Bible, for
Jesus Christ has set His stamp of His authority
upon the entire Book, and if we accept His au
thority, we must accept all that upon which He
sets the stamp of His authority.
As to Christ's endorsement of the Old Testa
ment, turn first of all to Mark vii. 13. Jesus
has just quoted from the Law of Moses, not
merely from the Ten Commandments, but from
other portions of the Law of Moses as well. He
has set over against the teaching of the Law
of Moses the traditions of the Pharisees and
Scribes, and in this verse He says, You do make
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" the Word of God of none effect throughout
your tradition." Here He distinctly calls the
Law of Moses the" Word of God." It is often
times said that the Bible nowhere claims to be
the Vilord of God. Here Jesus Christ Himself
distinctly asserts that the Law of Moses is the
Word of God. If, then, we accept the authority
of Jesus Christ, we must accept the Law of
Moses as "the Word of God." Of course this
only covers the :first five books of the Old Testa
ment, but if we can accept this as the Word of
God, we will have little difficulty with the rest
of the Old Testament, for it is here that the
hottest battle is being fought to-day.
Tum again to Matthew v. 18. Here Jesus
says, "Till heaven and earth pass away, one jot
or one tittle shall in nowi!;e pass from the law
until all be fulfilled." Now every Hebrew
scholar knows that a " jot " is the Hebrew char
acter " yodh," the smallest character in the He
brew alphabet, less than half the size of any other
character in the Hebrew alphabet, and that a
"tittle" is a little horn that the Hebrews put on
their consonants ; and here Jesus asserts that the
Law of Moses as originally given is absolutely
infallible down to its smallest letter and part of
a letter. If, then, we accept the authority of
Jesus Christ, we must accept the authority of
the Law of Moses as originally given, and as
contained in the Old Testament Scriptures.
Tum next to John x. 35. Jesus has just
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quoted in proof of a point which He is making
from one of the Psalms, and adds, " The Scrip
ture cannot be broken," thus setting the stamp of
His authority upon the absolute irrefragability
of the Old Testament Scriptures. Turn again
to Luke xxiv. 27, and you will read that Jesus,
" Beginning at Moses and all the prophets, ex
pounded unto them s"n all the Scriptures the
things concerning Himself "; and in the 44th
verse He says, " All things must be fulfilled
which were written in the Law of Moses, and in
the prophets, and in the Psalms." Now every
scholar knows that the Jews divided their Bible
( our present Old Testament Scriptures) into
three parts: the law (the first five books of the
Old Testament); the prophets (most of the
books which we call prophetic, and some of those
which we call historical); and the remaining
books of the Old Testament, the Psalms or
Sacred Writings. Jesus Christ takes up each
one of these three recognized divisions of these
Old Testament Scriptures and sets the stamp of
His authority upon each of them. If, then we
accept the authority of Jesus Christ, we are
driven logically to accept the entire Old Testa"7
ment Scriptures.
In Luke xvi. 31 Jesus says, " If they hear not
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be per
suaded though one be raised from the dead,"
thus in the most emphatic way indorsing the
truth of the Old Testament Scriptures.

6
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In John v. 47 He says, "If ye believe not his
[Moses'] writings, how shall ye believe :rvry
words? " thus setting the &tamp of His authority
upon the teaching of Moses as being as truly
from God as was His own. V\7e must then, if
we accept the authority of Jesus Christ, accept
the entire Old Testament.
But how about the New Testament? Did
Jesus set the stamp of His authority ~on it also?
He did. But how could He when not a book of
the New Testament was written when He de
parted from this earth? By way of anticipation.
Tum to John xiv. 26 and you will hear Jesus
saying, "The Comforter, which is the Holy
Ghost, whom the Father will send in My name,
He shall teach you all things and bring all things
to your remembrance whatsoever I have said
unto you," thus setting the stamp of His au
thority, not only upon the Apostolic teaching as
given by the Holy Ghost, but upon the Apostolic
recollection of what He Himself had taught.
The question is often asked, " How do we know
that in the Gospel records we have an accurate
reproduction of the teaching of Jesus Christ? "
It is asked, "Did the Apostles take notes at the
time of what Jesus said? " There is reason to
believe that they did, that Matthew and Peter,
from whom Mark derived his material, and
James (from whom, there is reason to believe,
Luke obtained much of his material) took notes
of what Jesus said in Aramaic, and that John
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took notes of what Jesus said in Greek, and that
we have in the four Gospels the report of what
they took down at the time. But whether this be
true or not does not matter for our present
· purposes, for we have Christ's own authority
for it that in the Apostolic records we have not
the Apostles' recollection of what Jesus said,
but the Holy Ghost's recollection of what Jesus
said, and, while the Apostles might forget and
report inaccurately, the Holy Ghost could not
forget.
Tum :furthermore to John xvi. I:2, 13, and you
will hear Jesus saying, "I have yet many things
to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.
Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come,
He will guide you into all truth." Here Jesus
sets the stamp of His authority upon the teach
ing of the AFQstles as being given by the Holy
Ghost, as coritaining all the truth, and as contain
ing more truth than His own teaching. He tells
the Apostles that He has many things that He
knows to tell them, but that they ax:e not ready
yet to receive them, but that when the Holy
Spirit comes, He will guide them into this fuller
and larger truth. If then we accept the au
thority of Jesus Christ, we must accept the Apos
tolic teaching, the New Testament writings, as
being given through the Holy Spirit, as contain
ing all the truth, and as containing more truth
than Jesus taught while on earth. There are
many in our day crying, " Back to Christ," by
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which they usually mean," We do not care what
Paul taught, or what John taught, or what James
taught, or what Jude taught. We do not know
about them. Let us go back to Christ, the
original source of authority, and accept what He
taught, and that alone." Very well, ., Back to
Christ." The cry is not a bad one, but when
you get back to Christ, you hear Christ Him
self saying, " On to the Apostles. They have
more truth to teach than I have taught. The
Holy Spirit has taught them all the truth. Listen
to them.'' If then we accept the authority of
Jesus Christ, we are driven to accept the au
thority of the entire New Testament.
So then if we accept the teaching of Jesus
Christ, we must accept the entire Old Testament
aml the entire l..:J"ew Testament. It is either
Christ and the whole Bible, or no Bible and
no Christ. There are some in these days who
say that they believe in Christ, but not in the
Christ of the New Testament. But there is no
Christ but the Christ of the New Testament.
Any other Christ than the Christ of the New
Testament is a pure figment of the imagination.
Any other Christ than the Christ of the New
Testament is an idol made by man's own fancy,
and whoever worships him is an idolator. But
we must accept the authority of Jesus Christ.
He is accredited to us by :five unmistakable divine
testimonies.
First, by the testimony of the divine life that
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He lived, for He lived as never man lived. Let
any man take the four Gospels for himself and
read them carefully and candidly, he will soon
be convinced of two things :-First, that he is
reading the story of a life actually lived, that
no man could have imagined the character there
set forth unless the life had been actually lived,
much less could four men have imagined a char
acter, each one of the four making his own ac
count of that character, not only consistent with
itself, but consistent with the other three. To
suppose that these four men who wrote the Gos
pels imagined the life here set forth would be to
suppose a greater miracle than any recorded in
the Gospels. He will see, in the second place,
that the life here set forth is apart from all other
human lives, that it stands by itself, that it is
manifestly a divine life lived under human con
ditions. Napoleon Bonaparte was a good judge
of men. He once said regarding the life 0£
Jesus as recorded in the Gospels, which he had
been reading, "I know men [and if he did not
know men, who ever did?], and Jesus Christ
was not a man." What he meant was, of course,
that Jesus Christ was not a mere man.
Second, Jesus Christ is accredited to us by the
divine words that He spoke. If anyone will
study the teaching of Jesus Christ with candor
and faithfulness, he v.rill soon see that it has a
character that distinguishes it from all other
teaching ever uttered on earth.

10
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Third, Jesus Christ was accredited to us by the
divine works that He wrought, not only healing
the sick, which many others have clone, but
cleansing the leper, opening the eyes of the blind,
raising the dead, stilling the tempest by a word,
turning water into wine, and feeding 5000 with
five small loaves and two small fishes, 'o/hich was
a creative act. These miracles of power are
clear credentials of a God-sent Teacher. We
cannot study them candidly and not come to the
same conclusion as Nicodemus did, "We know
that Thou art a Teacher come from God, for no
man can do these signs that Thou doest, except
God be with him." Of course, we bear in mind
the fact that strenuous efforts have been made
to eliminate the supernatural element from the
story of the life of Jesus Christ, but all these
efforts have resulted in failure, and all similar
efforts must result in failure. The most able
effort of this kind that was ever made was that
of David Strauss in his " Leben Jesu.'' David
Strauss was a man of remarkable ability and
gifts, a man of real and profound scholarship,
a man of notable genius, a man of singular
power of critical analysis, a man of indomitable
perseverance and untiring industry. He brought
to bear all the rare gifts of His richly endowed
mind upon the story of the life of Jesus with
the determination to discredit the miraculous
element therein contained. He spent his best
years and strength in this effort. If anyone
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could have succeeded in such an effort, David
Strauss was the man, but he failed utterµ,. For
a time it seemed to many that he had succeeded
in his purpose, but when his life of Jesus was
itself submitted to rigid, critical analysis it fell
all to pieces, and to-day is utterly discredited,
and those who wish to eliminate the miraculous
element in the story of Jesus feel that they must
make the attempt anew, since the attempt of
David Strauss has come to nothing. Where
David Strauss failed, Ernest Renan tried again.
He had not, by any means, the ability and genius
of Strauss, but he was a man of brilliant genius,
of subtle imagination, of rare literary skill, of
singular adroitness and finesse. His " Life of
Christ " was read with interest and admiration
by many. The work was done with fascinating
skill. Some fancied that Ernest Renan had suc
ceeded in his attempt, but his " Life of Jesus "
naturally enough was discredited even in a
shorter time than that of David Strauss. All
other attempts have met with a similar fate. It
is an attempt at the impossible. Let any candid
man take the life of Jesus and read it for him
self with attention and care, and he will soon
discover that the life there pictured could not
have been imagined, but must have been really
lived ; that the teachings reported as uttered by
Jesus are no :fictitious · teachings put into the
mouth of a fictitious person, but the real utter
ances of a real person. He will also discover
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that the character and the teaching set forth in
the Gospels are inextricably interwoven with the
stories of the miracles. He will find that if you
eliminate the miracles, the character and the
teaching disappear, that the character and the
teachings cannot• be separated from the mirac
ulous element without a violence of treatment
that no reasonable man will permit. To-day
this much at least is proven, that Jesus lived and
wrought substantially as is reconled in the four
Gospel records of His life. Personally, I be
lieve that more than this is proven, but this is
enough for our present purpose. If Jesus lived
and wrought substantially as the Gospels record,
cleansing the lepers, opening the eyes of the
blind, raising the dead, stilling the tempest with
His word, feeding the 5000 with the five small
loaves and the two small fishes, then He bears
unmistakable credentials as a Teacher sent and
indorsed by God.
Fourth, Jesus Christ is also accredited to us
in the fourth place by His divine influence upon
all subsequent history. Jesus Christ was be
yond peradventure one of three things: He was
either the son of God in a unique sense,-a divine
Person incarnate in human form,-or else He was
the most daring impostor that ever lived, or else
one of the most hopeless lunatics. That He
claimed to be the Son of God in a unique sense,
and that all men should honor Him even as they
honored the Father (John v. 23), and that He
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and the Father were one (John x ...30), and he
that had seen Him had seen the Father (John
xiv. 9), of this there can be no honest doubt.
He was then either the divine Person that He
claimed to be, or the most daring impostor, or
a most hopeless lunatic. Was His influence
upon subsequent history the influence of a
lunatic? No one but a lunatic would say so.
Was His influence upon subsequent history the
influence of an impostor? No one but one
whose own heart was thoroughly cankered with
deceit and fraud would think of saying so. Not
an impostor, not a lunatic, we have only one
alternative left-He was what He claimed to be,
the Son of God.
Fifth, Jesus Christ is accredited to us by His
resurrection from the dead. Later on I shall
present to you the evidence for the resurrection
of Jesus Christ. We will see the historic evi
dence for the resurrection of Christ is absolutely
convincing in its character, that the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead is one of the best
proven facts of history. But the resurrection of
Christ is God's seal to Christ's claim. Jesus
Christ claimed to be the Son of God. He was
put to death for making that claim. Before be
ing put to death He said that God would set ~is
seal to the claim by raising Him from the dead.
They killed Him; they laid Him in the sepulcher;
they rolled a stone to the door of the sepulcher;
they sealed that door with the Roman seal, which
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to break was death; and when the appointed hour
of which Christ had spoken came, the breath of
God swept through the sleeping clay, and Jesus
rose triumphant over death, and God spoke more
clearly than if He should speak from the open
heavens to-day and say, "This is My beloved
Son. Hear ye Him."
We must then, if we are honest, accept the
authority of Jesus Christ; but, as already seen,
if we accept the authority of Jesus Christ, we
must accept the entire Old Testament and the
entire New Testament as being the Word of God;
therefo-re I believe the Bible to be the Word of
God because of the testimony of Jesus Christ
to that effec.t.
A school of criticism has arisen that assumes
to set up its authority against the authority of
Jesus Christ. They say, for example, "Jesus
says that the uoth Psalm was by David, and was
Messianic; but we say that the uoth Psalm is
neither by David, nor is it Messianic." They
ask us to give up the authority and infallibility
of Jesus Christ and the Bible, and accept their
authority and their infallibility in their place.
Very well, but before doing it we demand their
credentials. We do not yield to the claim of
authority and infallibility of anyone until he
presents his credentials. Jesus Christ presents
His credentials. First of all, He presents the
credential of the divine life that He lived. What
have they to place in comparison with that? We
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hear much about the beauty of the life of some of
this school of critics. We have no desire to deny
the claim, but against the beauty of their lives we
put the life of Jesus. Which suffers by the com
parison? If there is any force in the argument,
" If a man's life is in the right, his doctrine can
not be in the wrong "-and there is force in the
argument-it bears immeasurably more for the
authority of Jesus Christ than it does for the
authority of any critic or school of critics.
Second, Jesus presents the credential of the
divine words that He spoke. What have they
to put up against that? The words of Jesus
Christ have stood the test of eighteen centuries,
and shine out with greater luster and glory
to-day than ever. What school of criticism
has ever stood the test of eighteen years? If
one has to choose between the teaching of Christ
and that of any school of criticism, it will not
take any thoroughly sane man long to choose.
Third, Jesus Christ presents His third creden
tial, the divine works that He wrought, the un
mistakable seal of God upon His claims. What
has this school of criticism to put up against
that? Absolutely nothing. · It has no miracles
but miracles of literary ingenuity in the attempt
to make the preposterous appear historical.
Fourth, Jesus Christ presents the credential
of His influence upon human history. We all
know what the influence of Jesus Christ has
been, how benign and how divine. Everything
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that is best in modern civilization, everything
that is best in national, domestic, and individual
life, is due to the influence of Jesus Christ. Alas I
we also know the influence of this school of
criticism. Vle know that it is weakening the
power of ministers and Christian workers every
where. We know that it is emptying churches.
\Ve know that it is depleting missionary treas
uries. We know that it is paralyzing missionary
effort in every field where it has gone. I know
this by personal observation, and not by hearsay.
This may not be their intention. With some of
them it is not their intention, but none the less
it is a fact. The influence of Jesus has been
thoroughly beneficent. The influence of this
school of criticism is utterly bad.
Fifth, Jesus presents His fifth credential, His
resurrection from the dead. What has tbis
school of criticism to set up over against
that? Nothing whatever. Jesus Christ estab
lishes His claim. The opposing school of criti
cism stands dumb. Therefore we refuse to bow
to the assumed and unsubstantiated authority
and infallibility of any school of criticism, of
any priest, or pope, or theological professor, but
most gladly do we bow to the authority and
infallibility of Jesus Christ, so completely proven,
and upon His authority accept the entire Old
Testament and the entire New Testament as
the Word of God.

SECOND TALK
TWO MORE REASONS WHY I BELIEVE THE BIBLE TO

BE THE WORD OF GOD

IN the address of yesterday, we saw that if we
accepted the authority of Jesus Christ we must
accept the entire Old Testament aod the entire
New Testament, because He set the stamp of
His authority on both; that it was either Christ
and the whole Bible, or no Bible and no Christ.
We saw, in the second place, that we must ac
cept the authority of Jesus Christ because He
was accredited to us by five unmistakably divine
testimonies. First, the testimony of the divine
life that he lived. Second, the testimony of the
divine words that he spoke. Third, the testi
mony of the divine works that He wrought.
Fourth, the testimony of His divine influence
upon all subsequent history. Fifth, the testi
mony of His resurrection from the dead.
We saw, in the next place, that there was a
school of criticism that assumed to set its au
thority up against that of Jes11s Christ, that this
school of criticism demanded that we should give
up the infallibility of Christ and the Scriptures,
and accept in the place of them the infallibility
of this school of criticism. Before yielding to
1'1
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their demand, we demanded their credentials.
We saw that Jesus presented His credentials,
which were convincing, but that this school of
criticism had absolutely no credentials to present
over against those of Jesus Christ. Therefore
we refused to bow to their claim of authority
and infallibility, but most gladly bowed to the
fully proven authority and infallibility of Jesus
Christ.
My second reason for believing the Bible to be
the Word of God is because of its fulfilled
prophecies. The average infidel knows abso
lutely nothing about fulfilled prophecy, and this
is not to be wondered at, for the average Chris
tian knows nothing about fulfilled prophecy, and
even the average preacher knows practically
nothing about fulfilled prophecy. The sub
ject of prophecy is a large one, and to go
into it thoroughly would take many days, but it
tan be presented in outline in a few moments
with sufficient fullness to show the overwhelm
ing weight of the argument. There are in the
iBible two kinds of prophecy: first, the explicit
;verbal prophecies, and second, the prophecies of
the types and symbols.
We will take up first the explicit verbal proph
~cies. These are of three kinds; first, prophe
cies regarding the corning Messiah ; second,
prophecies regarding the Jewish people ; third,
prophecies regarding the Gentile nations. We
will limit ourselves this morning to prophecies
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regarding the coming .Messiah, and take only
five of them by way of illustration. Isaiah liii.
( the entire chapter) ; Micah v. 2; Daniel ix.
25-27; Jeremiah xxiii. 5, 6; Psalms xvi. 8-u.
In the passages cited we have predictions of a
coming King of Israel. We are told the exact
time of His manifestation to His people, the
exact place of His birth, the family of which He
should be born, the condition of the family at
the time of His birth ( a condition entirely differ
ent from that existing at the time the prophecy
was written, and contrary to all the probabilities
in the case), the manner of His reception by His
people ( a reception entirely different from that
which would naturally be expected), the fact,
method, and details regarding His death, with
the specific circumstances regarding His burial,
His resurrection subsequent to His burial, and
His victory subsequent to His resurrection.
These predictions were fulfilled with the most
minute precision in Jesus of Nazareth.
An attempt has been made by the rationalists
to show that Isaiah liii. does not refer to the
coming Messiah. It is natural that they should
attempt this, for if it does refer to the corning
Messiah, the case of the rationalists is hopeless.
That it does refer to the coming Messiah is evi
dent from the fact that this chapter was taken
to be Messianic by the Jews themselves until its
fulfillment in Jesus of Nazareth, and their un
willingness to accept Him as the Messiah drove
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them into the attempt to show that it was not
Messianic. Furthermore, the desperate straits
to which those who deny its Messianic applica
tion are driven show the hopelessness of their
case. When asked who the suffering One of
Isaiah liii. is, if He is not the Messiah, the best
answer they can get is that it refers to suffering
Israel; but anyone who will carefully read the
passage will see that this interpretation is im
possible. The sufferer of Isaiah liii. is repre
sented as suffering for the sins of others than
Himself, and those for whom He is suffering
are represented as "My people," that is, Israel
(verse 8). Now, if the sufferer is suffering for
sins of others than Himself, and the others than
Himself for whom He is suffering are Israel,
then surely the sufferer Himself cannot be
Israel.
You can bring the prophecies citied down to
the very latest date to which the most daring
destructive critic ever thought of assigning them,
and still they are hundreds of years before the
birth of Jesus of Nazareth. How are we going
to account for it, that this Book has the power of
looking into the future hundreds of years and
predicting with most minute precision things to
come to pass then, and that these predictions are
fulfilled to the very letter? Facts demanding
accounting for. You are business men-theolo
gians may weave their theories out of their own
inner consciousness without regard to facts, but
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business men must face facts, and here are facts.
There is but one rational explanation of it. Any
book that has the power of looking hundreds of
years into the future, and predicting with minute
precision as to person, place, time, circumstances,
detailed things to occur at that remote period,
must have for its author the only person in the
universe who knows the end from the beginning
-that is God. Of course, it is quite possible
for a far-seeing man to look a few years into
the future, and, by studying causes now operant,
predict in a general way some things that will
occur. But this is not at all our problem with
the Bible. It is not a few years into the future,
but hundreds of years into the future ; not in a
general way, but with minute and specific full
ness. It is not of things the causes of which are
now operant and discernible, but things the
causes of which are not discernible at the
present time, and these predictions fulfilled to
the letter. To a mind willing to bow to facts
and their necessary meaning, it is conclusive
evidence of the Divine origin of the Book.
A noteworthy fact regarding the prophecies of
the Bible is that oftentimes there are two seem
ingly contradictory lines of prophecy, and it
seems as though if the one line of prophecy were
fulfilled, the other could not be ; and yet these
two seemingly contradictory lines of prophecy
will converge and be fulfilled in one Person.
For example, in the Old Testament we have two
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lines of prophecy concerning the Messiah ; one
line predicts a suffering Messiah, " despised and
rejected of men,'' "a man of sorrows and ac
quainted with grief." whose earthly mission
should end in death and ignominy. The other
line of prophecy predicts with equal clearness
and definiteness an all-conquering Messiah, who
should rule the nations with a rod of iron. How
can both of these lines of prophecy be true? The
best answer the ancient Jew had, before the ful
fillment of both lines in Christ, was that there
were to be two Messiahs, one a suffering Mes
siah of the tribe of Joseph, and one a con
quering Messiah of the tribe of Judah ; but in the
actual fulfillment both lines of prophecy meet in
the one Person, Jesus of Nazareth, who at His
first coming is the suffering Messiah, making
atonement for sin by His death upon the cross,
as so often predicted in the Old Testament, and
at His second coming He will come as a con
quering King to rule the nations.
But the prophecies of the types and symbols
are even more conclusive than the explicit verbal
prophecies. If you ask the ordinary, superficial
student of the Bible, how much of the Old Testa
ment is prophetical, he will reply something like
this, " Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and the
Minor Prophets are prophetical," an'1 may add
that there are also prophetical passages here and
there in the Psalms and Pentateuch. But if
you ask a thorough-going student of the Bible
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how much of the Old Testament is prophetical,
he will tell you that the entire book is propheti
cal, that its history is prophetical, that its per
sonages are prophetical, that its institutions,
ceremonies, offerings, and feasts are prophetical.
If you are incredulous ( as you have a right to
be until you have investigated, but you have no
right to remain incredulous unless you do in
vestigate), but will take time, he will sit down
and take you through the whole Book from the
first chapter of Genesis to the last chapter of
Malachi, and will show you everywhere unmis
takable foresbadowings of things to come. He
will show you in the lives of Abraha_m, Isaac,
Joseph, David, and Solomon unquestionable
foreshadowings of the truth regarding Christ.
He will show you in every sacrifice and offering,
in every feast, in every institution, in the taber
nacle, and in every part of the tabernacle, its
outer court, Holy Place and Most Holy Place,
brazen altar, golden candlestick, table of shew
bread, golden altar of incense, the veil that hung
between the Holy Place_ and Most Holy Place,
ark of the convenant, in its boards, bars, sockets
and tenons, and the very coverings of the taber
nacle, the clearest setting forth of every truth
about Christ-His Person, His nature, His char
acter, His atoning death, His resurrection, His
ascension and coming again, and of all the facts
of Jewish and Christian history. He will show
you every profoundest truth which :was to be
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fully revealed in the New Testament prefigured
in the types and symbols of the Old Testament.
At first, this very likely will seem to you like a
mere happy coincidence, but as you go on verse
after verse, chapter after chapter, book after
book, if you are a fair-minded man, you will at
last be overwhelmingly convinced that this was
the thought and intention of the real author;
and as you see in this ancient history, and in this
legislation ordained to meet the immediate needs
of the people, the setting forth of all the pro
foundest truths of Christian doctrine, and the
perfect foreshadowing of all the facts of the his
tory of Christ, the Jewish people and the Church,
you will be driven to recognize in it tl)e mind
and wisdom of God. The modem critical theo
ries regarding the construction of Exodus, Le
viticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy go all to
pieces when considered in the light of the mean
ing of the types of the Old Testament. I have
never known a destructive critic that knew any
thing to speak of regarding the types. One can
not study them thoroughly without being pro
foundly convinced that the real author of the
Old Testament, back of the human authors, is
God.
My third reason for believing the Bible to be
the Word of God is because of the unity of the
Book. This is an old argument, but a good one.
The Bible is composed, as I suppose you lmow,
of sixty-six parts or books. It is oftentimes said
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that the Bible is not a book, but a library. This
is partly true, partly false. It is true the Bible
is a library, but at the same time it is the most
intensely one book of any book extant. The
sixty-six books which compose the Bible were
written by at least forty different authors. They
were written in three different languages, He
brew, Aramaic, and Greek. The period of their
composition extends over at least 1500 years.
They were written in countries hundreds of miles
apart. They were written by men upon every
plane of political and social life, from the king
upon the throne down to the herd.man and shep
herd and fisherman and the petty politician.
They display every form of literary structure.
In the Bible we find all kinds of poetry, epic
poetry, lyric poetry, didactic poetry, erotic poetry
-elegy and rhapsody. We find all kinds of
prose as well-historic prose, didactic prose,
theological treatise, epistle, proverb, parable,
allegory, and oration. · In a book so composite,
made up of such divergent parts, composed at
such remote periods of time, and under such
diverse circumstances, what would we naturally
expect? Variance and discord, utter lack of
unity. In point of fact, what do we find? The
most marvellous unity. Every part of the Bible
fits every other part of the Bible-one ever
increasing, ever-growing thought pervades the
whole.
The character of this unity is most significant.
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It is not a superficial unity, but a profound unity.
On the surface, we often find. apparent discrep-,
ancy and disagreement, but, as we study, the
apparent discrepancy and disagreement disap
pear, and the deep underlying unity appears.
The more deeply we study, the more complete do
we find the unity to be.
The unity is also an organic one-that is, it is
not the unity of a dead thing, like a stone, but of
a living thing, like a plant. In the early books
of the Bible we have the germinant thought; as
we go on we have the plant, and further on the
bud, and then the blossom, and then the ripened
fruit. In Revelation we find the ripened fruit
of Genesis.
How are we to account for it? Herc is an
other fact that demands accounting for, and as
business men you have to deal with facts, not
theories ; realities, and not fine-spun speculations
of cloistered theologians, dreaming apart from
the substantial realities of life. There is one
easy and simple way of accounting for it, and
only one rational way of accounting for it at
all, and that is, that. back of the forty or more
human authors was the One all-governing, aII
controlling, all-superintending, all-shaping mind
of God.
Suppose it were proposed to build in our capi
tal city in America, Washington, a temple that
should represent the stone products of every
State in the Union. The stones were to come
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from every State in the Union; some from
the marble quarries of Marlboro, N. H., others
from the granite quarries of Quincy, Mass.,
some from the brownstone quarries of Mid
dletown, Conn., some from the white marble
quarries at Rutland, Vt., some from the
gray sandstone quarries at Berea, Ohio, some
from the porphyry qua.rries below Knoxville,
Tenn., and some from the redstone quarries near
Hancock, Mich., some from the brownstone
quarries at Kasota, Minn., some from the
gypsum quarrier. of the Far West; some stones
from every Statt- in the Vnion. The stones were
to be of all conceivable sizes and shapes-some
large, some small, some mediu:11, sorre were to
be cubical, some spherical, some cylindrical,
son,e conical, some trapezoidal, and some rec
tangular parallelopipcdons. Each stone was to
he hewn into its final shape al the quarry from
which it was taken. Not a stone was to be
touched by mallet or chisel after it reache<l its
destination. .Finally the stones are at Washing
ton, and the builders go to work. As they build,
they find that every stone fits into every other
stone, and into its place. It is found that there
is not one stone too many, or one stone too few,
until at last the builders' work is done and there
rises before you a temple with its side walls, its
buttresses, its naves, its arches, its transepts and
its choirs, its roof, its pinnacles, and its dome,
perfect in every outline and in every detail, not
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one stone too many and not one stone too few,
not one stone left over, and no niche or corner
where one stone is lacking, and yet every stone
hewn into its final shape in the quarry from
which it was taken. How would you account
for it? There is one very simple way to account
for it. and only one to account for it at all,
namely, that back of the individual quarrymen
was the master architect who planned the whole
building from the beginning and gave to each
individual quarryman his specifications for the
work. Now this is precisely what we find in
that temple of eternal truth which we call the
Bible, the stones for which were quarried in
places remote from one another by hundreds of
miles, and at periods of time I 500 years apart;
stones of all conceivable sizes and shapes, and
yet every stone fitting into its place and fitting
every other stone, until when the Book is finishe~
there rises before you this matchless temple of
God's truth, perfect in every outline and every
detail ; not one stone too many and not one stone
too few, and yet every stone cut into its final
shape in the quarry from which it was taken.
How are you to account for it? There is but one
rational way to account for it, and that is, that
back of the human hands that wrought was the
master-mind of God that thought and gave to
each individual workman his specifications for
the work. You can't get around it and be honest
and fair.

THIRD TALK
FOUR MORE REASONS WHY I BELIEVE THE BIBLE TO
BE THE WORD OF GOD

I HAVE given you thus far three reasons why I
believe the Bible to be the Word of God. First,
because of the testimony of Jesus Christ to that
effect. We saw that Jesus Christ set the stamp
of His authority upon the entire Old Testament
and the entire New Testament, and that if we
accepted the authority of Jesus Christ we had
to accept the entire Bible as of divine origin
and authority. Then we saw that we must ac
cept the authority of Jesus Christ, for He was
accredited to us by five unmistakable divine
testimonies. My second reason was because of
its fulfilled prophecies. Vile saw that the Bible
had the power of looking into the future and
predicting with minuteness and exactness things
which were to occur hundreds of years ahead,
and that these prophecies were fulfilled to the
letter, and that a Book which had this power of
looking into the future and telling with minute
ness, exactness, and precision things that were
to come to pass must have for its author the only
One in the universe who lmows the end from
the beginning-that is God. Our third reason
i9
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for believing the Bible to be the Word of God
was because of the unity of the Book. We saw
that though the Bible was composed of sixty-six
books, written by at least forty human authors,
the period of their composition extending over
at least 1500 years, and displaying every form
of literary structure, that there was one all-per•
vading thought and purpose through the entire
Book, that every part of the Book fitted into
every other part, and that the Bible was the most
thoroughly one Book of any book extant, and
that the only way of accounting for this undenia
ble and remarkable phenomenon was that back
of the many human authors was the one all
governing, all-controlling, all-superintending,
all-shaping mind of God.
My °'"urth reason for believing the Bible to be
the Word of God is because of the immeasurable
superiority of its teachings to those of any other
or all other books. It was quite the fashion when
I was studying in theological halls to compare the
teachings of the Bible with those of ethnic seers
and philosophers, with the teachings of Socrates,
Plato, Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, Epictetus,
Isocrates, Seneca, Buddha, Zoroaster, Con
fucius, Mencius, and Mohammed. This is get
ting to be the fashion again. Anyone who in
stitutes such a comparison and puts the Bible in
the same class with ,·hese other teachers must be
either ignorant of the teachings of the Bible or
of the teachings of these ethnic seers at:\d philoso--
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phers, or what is more frequently the case, igno
rant of both. There are three points of radical
difference between the teachings of the Bible
and those of any other book.
First, these other teachers contain truth, but
truth mixed with error. The Bible contains noth
ing but truth. There are gems of thought in,
these ethnic writers, but as Joseph Cook said
years ago, " Jewels picked out of the mud."
For example, we are often asked: " Did not Soc
rates teach most beautifully how a philosopher
ought to die? " He did., but they forget to tell
us that he also taught a woman of the town how
to conduct her business that was not quite so
nice. Again they ask us: " Did not M.1rcus
Aurelius Antoninus teach most excellently about
clemency? " He did. It is well worth reading;
but they forget to tell us that he also taught that
it was right to put people to death for no other
crime than that of being Christians, and being
himself Emperor of Rome, and, having power to
do it, he practised what he preached. " Did not
Seneca," they ask, " discourse finely about the
advantages of poverty? " He did, but they for
get to tell us that Seneca himself was at the time
one of the worst spendthrifts in Rome, the onyx
tables alone in his mansion costing a fabulous
fortune. Moreover, he was the tutor under
whose influence the most infamous emperor that
Rome ever had, Nero, was brought up. " Did
not Confucius, 0 they ask again, " set forth ad-
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mirably the duty of children to parents?" He
did, but they forget to tell us that Confucius also
taught that it was right to tell lies on occasion,
and unblushingly tells us that he himself prac
tised lying on occasions. And there is perhaps
nothing in which his most devoted followers,
the Chinese, have followed so closely in the foot
steps of their great master as in this matter of
lying. The Chinese have reduced lying to a fine
art, and a typical Chinaman will tell anything
"to save his face.''
The second point of difference is that these
other writings contain part of the truth, while the
Bible contains all the truth. There is not a sin
gle known truth on moral or spiritual subjects
that cannot be found within the covers of the
Bible. This is a most remarkable fact-the
Bible is an old Book, and yet man in all his think
ing before and since the Bible was written has
not discovered one single truth on moral or spir
itual subjects that cannot be found in substance
within the covers of the Bible. In other words,
if all other books were destroyed and the Bible
left, we would suffer no essential loss on moral
and spiritual subjects, but if the Bible were de
stroyed and all other books left, the loss would
be irreparable. Why is this, if the Bible is men's
book as other books are men's books? Often
times I have challenged anyone in my audiences
to bring forward one single truth on moral or
spiritual subjects that I coul<l not find within the
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Bible,-it is quite conceivable that someone
should succeed in doing this, for I do not pretend
to lmow everything that is in the Bible; I have
on1y been studying it a little over a quarter of a
century,-but no one has been able to do it yet.
The third point of radical difference is this,
that the Bible contains more truth than all other
books put together. You can go to all literature,
ancient and modern, the literature of ancient
Greece, ancient Rome, ancient India, ancient
Persia, and ancient China, and all modem liter
ature as well, cull out of it all that is good, throw
away all that is bad or worthless, bring together
the result 0£ your labor into one book, and even
then you will not have a book that will take the
place of this one Book. .Why is it, if the Bible
is men's book as other books are men's books,
that in all the thousands of years of men's thin.k
ing, in all the millions of books that they have
produced, men have not been able, all of them put
together, to produce so much of real and price
less wisdom as is contained in this one Book?
The answer is plain-other books are men's
books, the Bible stands alone as God's Book.
My fifth reason for believing the Bible to be
the Word of God is because of the history of the
Rook, its omnipotence against all men's attacks.
What man has made, man can destroy. But
eighteen centuries of most strenuous and deter
mined assault have been unable to destroy or un
dermine intelligent faith in the Bible. Scarcely
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was the Bible given to the world be:fore men dis
covered three things about it: First, that it con
demned sin. Second, that it demanded renun
ciation o:f self. Third, that it laid human pride
in the dust. Men were not willing to give up
sin, not willing to renounce self, not willing to
have their pride laid in the dust, therefore they
hated the Book that made these demands. Man's
hatred of the Bible bas been most intense and
most active. It determined on the destruction
of the Book that it hated. Man after man has
arisen with the determination to destroy this
Book. Celsus tried it, with the brilliancy of his
genius, and he failed. Then Porphyry tried it,
with the depth of his philosophy, and he failed.
Lucien tried it, with the keenness of his satire,
and he failed. Then Diocletian came on the
scene of action and tried other weapons ; he
brought tG bear against the Bible all the military
and political power of the strongest empire the
world ever knew at the height of its glory. He
issued edicts that every Bible should be burned,
but that failed. Stronger edicts were issued
that those who owned Bibles should be put to
death, and that failed. For eighteen centuries
the attack upon the Bible has gone on. Every
engine of destruction that human wisdom, hu
man science, human philosophy, human wit,
human satire, human force, and human brutality
could bring to bear against a book have been
brought to bear against this Book, and the Bible
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still stands. At times all the great of earth have
been against it and only an obscure remnant for
it, but still the Bible has more than held its own.
It has to-day a firmer hold upon the confidence
and affection of the best and wisest men and
women than it ever had before in the world's his
tory. If the Bible had been man's book, it would
have gone down and been forgotten centuries
ago ; but because there is in this Book not only
the hiding of God's wisdom, but the hiding of
His power, it has wonderfully fulfilled the words
of Jesus, "Heaven and earth shall pass away,
but My words shall not pass away."
At times it has seemed to some, amid the deaf
ening roar of the enemies' artilJery and the dense
smoke of battle, as if the Bible must have gone
down; but when the smoke has rolled up from
the field of conflict this impregnable citadel of
God's eternal truth has reared its lofty head
heavenward, unscathed, without one stone dis
lodged from foundation to highest parapet. Each
new assault upon the Bible has simply served to
illustrate anew the absolute omnipotence of this
('T()d-given Book. In a way, I rejoice in every
new attack that is made upon the Bible. I trem
ble for certain weak-minded men and women
who are willing to swallow anything that they
are assured is the consensus of the latest schol
arship; but for the Bible itself I have no fears.
A Book that has successfully withstood eighteen
centuries of assault of the devil's heaviest artiJ-
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lery is not going down before the air-guns of
modem criticism.
Sixth. My sixth reason for believing the Bible
to be the Word of God is because of the influence
of the Book, its power to lift men up to God.
Every candid man must see and admit that there
is a power in this Book to brighten and gladden
and beautify and ennoble human lives, to lift
men up to God, that no other book possesses. A
stream can rise no higher than its source, and a
Book that has a power to lift men up to God
that no book possesses, must have come down
from God in a way no other book has. In liter
ally millions of cases this Book has demonstrated
its power to reach down to men and women in
the deepest depths of iniquity and degradation
and lift them up, up, up, up, until they were :fit
for a place beside the Christ upon the throne. I
recall a ·man of brilliant parts, but stupefied and
brutalized and demonized by drink, and this man
was an agnostic. I urged him to accept the
Bible and the Christ of the Bible, hut with a
hollow laugh he sai<l: " I don't believe in your
Bible or your Christ. I am an agnostic." But
at last, sunken to the lowest depths of ruin, he
threw his agnosticism to the winds and accepted
this Book and the Christ of this Book, and by
the power of this Book was transformed into one
of the truest, noblest, humblest men I know.
What other book could do it? This Book has
power, not only to lift individuals, but nations
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Godwards. We owe all that is best in our mod
ern civilization, in our political, commercial, and
domestic life, to the influence of this Book. The
man who attacks the Book is attacking the very
foundations of all that is best in modern civili
zation. The man who attacks the Bible is the
worst enemy that an individual or society has.
Seventh, I believe the Bible to be the Word of
God, because of the character of those who ac
cept it as such, and because of the character of
those who reject it. Two things speak for the
Divine origin of this Book-the character of
those who are sure that it is the Word of God,
and the character of those who deny it. Often
times when some man or woman says to me, " I
believe firmly the Bible to be the Word of God,"
and when I look at the purity, the beauty, the
humility, the devotion to God and man that
there is in their character, how near they live to
God, I feel like saying, " I am glad that you do
believe the Bible to be the Word of God. The
fact that one who lives so near God, and lmows
God as well as you do, believes the Bible to be
His Book, is a confirmation of my own faith
that it is." On the other hand, oftentimes when
men with a self-confident toss of the head say,
"I do not believe the Bible is the Word of God/'
and when I look at the sinfulness or selfishness
or smallness or sordidness of their lives, bow far
they live from God, I feel like saying, " I am
glad that you do not. The fact that a man who
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is living upon the plane that you are living, living
so far from God, and knows God so little, doubts
that the Bible is the Word of God, is a confirma
tion of my own faith that it is." Do not misun
derstand me. I do not mean by this that every
man who professes to believe in the Bible is bet
ter than every man who rejects the Bible; but
what I do mean is this, show me a man who is liv
ing a life of absolute surrender to God, living un
der the control of the Spirit of God, living a life
of devotion to the highest welfare of his fellow
men, a life of humility and of prayer, and I will
show you every time a man who believes the
Bible to be God's Word. On the other hand,
show me a man who denies or persistently ques
tions whether the Bible is the Word of God, and
I will show you a man that is leading either
{mind you, I say "either," not "all") a life of
greed for gold, or of lust, or of self-will, or of
spiritual pride. I challenge any man to furnish
me an exception. I have been looking for one
literally around the world, and I have never
found one. An attempt to furnish an exception
has been made a number of times, but it is sim
ply laughable to think of the men suggested as
leading lives of "humility and prayer," or to
think of them as not leading lives of " self-will."
Anyone who has not surrendered absolutely to
God is leading a life of " self-will." In other
words, all who live nearest God and know
God best are sure that the Bible is God's Word.
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Those who have most doubts about it are those
who are living farthest from God and lmow God
least. Which will you believe? Suppose that
there were discovered in the city of Boston a
manuscript which purported to be by Oliver
Wendell Holmes, but that there was great dis
cussion among the critics as to whether or not
Oliver Wendell Holmes were the real author.
Finally it was submitted to a committee of critics
for decision, and it was discovered that all those
critics who knew Oliver Wendell Holmes best,
who lived in most intimate fellowship with him,
who were most in sympathy with his thought,
were absolutely unanimous in their declaration
that the manuscript was by him, and that those
who questioned it were those who knew Oliver
Wendell Holmes the least, and had the least fel
lowship with him, and were least in sympathy
with his thought, which would you believe?
That is a very simple question in literary criti
cism, much simpler than that which our modem
critics so confidently undertake to solve, namely,
as to who may be the seven different authors of
a single verse in a book written thousands of
years ago, as is attempted in that monumental
joke book of the nineteenth century, the Poly
chrome Bible. Now this is the precise case with
the Bible; all 'who live nearest God and lmow
God best, all who are in most intimate fellowship
with Him, are of absolutely one accord in say
ing that the Bible is His work. Those who have
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the most doubts about it are those who live far
thest from Him and know God least.
There is another significant fact, that the
nearer men get to God, the more confident they
become that the Bible is His Word. The far
ther they drift from God, the more doubts enter
their hearts. The following is a case of con
stant occurrence, that a man who is a sinner and
an unbeliever, by the mere fact of giving up his
sin without further argument is delivered from
his unbelief. Can anyone cite one single in
stance of an opposite kind, where one was a sin
ner and a believer, and by the fact of his giving
up his sin lost his faith?
Furthermore, how often does it occur that a
man, who at one period was living a life of con
secration, of nearness to God, and enjoyed a
serene and undisturbed faith that the Bible was
God's Word, begins to prosper in the things of
this world, the love of money enters his heart,
he drifts away, from the out-and-out separation
of his life to God, and as he drifts from God he
drifts into doubt and into lax views about the
Bible. We see this to-day upon every hand
men who are becoming lax in their morals also
becoming lax in their doctrine. Broad morals
and broad theology go hand in hand ; they are
twin brothers. So tr.ue is this that oftentimes
when men tell me that they are getting into
<ioubt, I put to them the question, "What have
you been doing? " Once, walking in a univer-
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sity town, I saw a little way ahead of me on the
street a young fe!low that I lmew. I caught up
with him and said to him, " Charlie, how are you
getting on? " and with a self-satisfied look he
said, "Well, to tell you the truth, Mr. Torrey, I
am getting somewhat skeptical.'' I said, " Char
lie, what have you been doing?" The poor
fellow blushed and dropped his head. Charlie
had been sinning, and sin had begotten doubt.
This is the history of the genesis of doubt in the
hearts of thousands of men to-day.
Where is the stronghold of the Bible? The
pure, happy, unselfish home. Where is the
stronghold of infidelity? The public-house, the
race-course, the gambling hell, and the brothel.
Suppose that I should come, a stranger to your
city, and should go into one of your public
houses with a Bible under my arm, lay my Bible
down upon the bar, and order a glass of whisky
straight, and add, " Make it big," what would
happen? There would be great surprise. Quite
likely the bartender would say, "Pardon me,
but what is that book? Is not that the Bible? "
"Yes." "And what did you ask for-a tum
bler of whisky straight? " " Yes, and make it
large." He would not know what to make of
it. But suppose I should enter the public-house
and lay upon the bar a copy of any work of In
gersoll or of Bradlaugh, a copy of the Clarion,
or the Agnostic Journal, or Freethinker, or the
most respectable infidel book or paper that there
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is, and order a glass of whisky straight, I would
get it without a question or a look of surprise.
It would be just what they would expect. The
Bible and whisky don't go together. Infidelity;
and whisky do go together. When I was in
Belfast I made this remark, and at the close of
the address a physician came to me laughing,
and said : " We had yesterday an illustration of
just what you said. After your afternoon Bible
reading my mother went into a licensed grocer's
to get a little brandy for a friend who was ill.
She had her Bible in her hand, and, without
thinking, was trying to put it into the bag that
she carried. The clerk who was waiting upon
her said: ' That is right, madam, hide it. The
two d,m't go well together.• 11

FOURTH TALK
THREE KORE REASONS WHY I BELIEVE THE BIBLE
TO BE THE WORD OF GOD

IN the three previous addresses I have given you
seven reasons why I believe the Bible to be the
Word of God. First, because of the testimony
of Jesus Christ to that effect. We saw that
Jesus Christ set the stamp of His authority upon
the entire Old Testament and the entire New
Testament, and that if we accepted the author
ity of Jesus Christ we were obliged to accept the
entire Bible as to divine origin and authority.
We next saw that we must accept the authority
of Jesus Christ, for He was accredited to us by
five unmistakably definite testimonies. First, by
the testimony of the divine life that He lived ;
second, by the testimony of the divine words that
He spoke; third, by the testimony of the divine
works that He wrought; fourth, by the testimony
of His divine influence upon all subsequent his
tory; and fifth, by the testimony of the resurrec
tion from the dead, which was God's divine at
testation to the claims of Jesus Christ. The
second reason I gave was because of its fulfilled
prophecies. We saw that the Bible had the
48
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power 0£ looking into the future, and predicting
with minuteness, accuracy, and precision things
which were to occur hundreds of years ahead,
and that these prophecies harl been fulfilled to
the letter. -We concluded that a book which had
this power of looking into the future and telling
with minuteness, accuracy, and precision things
that were to come to pass centuries afterwards
must have for its Author the only One in the uni
verse who knows .the end from the beginning
that is, God. The third reason I gave for believ
ing the Bible to be the Word of God was because
of the unity of the Book. We saw that though
the Bible was composed of sixty-six books, writ
ten by at least forty human authors, the period
of their composition extending over at least
1500 years, and displaying every form of liter
ary structure, that there was one all-pervading
thought and purpose through the entire Book,
that every part of the Bible fitted into every other
part, and that the Bible was the most thoroughly
one Book of any book extant. We saw that the
only way to account for this undeniable and re
markable phenomenon was that back of the hu
man authors was the one all-governing, all-con
trolling, all-superintending, all-shaping mind of
God. The fourth reason for believing the Bible
to be the Word of God was because of the im
measurable superiority of its teachings to those
of any other book, or all other books. We saw
that there were three points of radical difference
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between the Bible and all other books : ( I) That
other books contain truth, but truth mixed with
error, but the Bible contained nothing but truth;
(2) that other books contained part of the truth,
but the Bible contained all the truth; (3) that
the Bible contained more truth than all other
books together. The fifth reason was because of
the history of the Book, its omnipotence against
all men's attacks. We saw that what man had
produced man could destroy ; but that eighteen
centuries of assault upon the Bible had utterly
failed to destroy the Book, or to undermine con
fidence in it. Our sixth reason for believing the
Bible to be the Word of God was because of its
power to lift men up to God. We saw that the
Bible has a power to lift men up to God that no
other book possesses, and must therefore have
come down from God in a way no other book has.
Our seventh reason for believing the Bible to be
the Word of God was because of the character
of those who accepted it as such and those who
rejected it. We saw that with absolute unanim
ity all the men and women whc{ lived nearest
God, and knew God best, believed the Bible to be
His Word, and that those who had the most
doubts about it were those who lived farthest
from God and knew God least.
My eighth reason for believing the Bible to be
the Word of God is because of the inexhaustible
depth of the Book. What man has produced
man can exhaust. But eighteen centuries of
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study on the part of tens of thousands of the
ablest minds have been unable to exhaust the
Bible. Many men of strongest intellect, of mar
vellous powers of penetration, of. broadest cul
ture, hav°e given a lifetime to the study of the
Bible, and no man who has reaUy studied it has
ever dreamed of saying that he had gotten to the
bottom of the Book. Indeed, the more pro
foundly one digs into the Book, the more clearly
he sees that there are still unfathomable depths
of wisdom beneath him in this inexhaustible mine
of truth. Not only is this true of individuals,
it is true also of generations of men. Thousands
of men in co-operation with one another have
delved into this mine, but, so far from exhaust
ing it, there are still new treasures of truth
awaiting each new student of the Word. New
light is constantly breaking forth from the Word
of God. How are we to account for this un
questionable fact? The human mind has been
progressing during these eighteen centuries-we
have outgrown every other book that belongs to
the past, but so far from outgrowing the Bible
we have not yet grown up to it. The Bible is
not only up to date, but always ahead of date.
The best interpretation of the most recent events
of our own day is found in this old Book. If
this Book were man's book we would have fath
omed it centuries ago, but the fact that it has
proved itself unfathomable for eighteen cen
turies is positive proof that in it are hidden the
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infinite treasures of the wisdom and knowledge
of God. A brilliant Unitarian writer in Amer
ica has given utterance to one of the keenest
sentences that was ever spoken or written from
the standpoint of the denial of the inspiration of
the Bible. He says: •• How irreligious to accuse
an infinite God with having put His whole wis
dom in one so small a Book! " I submit that
that is keen, but this writer did not see how the
keen edge of his Damascus blade could be turned
against himself. What a testimony to the di
vine origin of this Book that such infinite wis
dom can be packed in so small a compass 1 The
Bible is not such a very large Book (I have a
copy that I carry in my vest pocket), but yet in
a Book that can be printed in so small a com
pass there are packed away such treasures of
wisdom that eighteen centuries of study by the
world's best minds have been unable to exhaust
it. How are we to account for it? There is no
one but God who could pack such infinite treas
ures of truth in so small a compass.
My ninth reason for believing the Bible to oe
the Word of God is because of the fact that as I
grow in knowledge and in character, in wisdom
and in holiness, I grow toward the Bible. The
nearer I get to God the nearer I get to the Bible.
When I began the real study of the Bible I had
the same experience with it that every thought
ful student has had in the beginning of his stud
ies. I found things in the Bible that were diffi-
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cult to understand, others that seemed incredible.
I found that the teachings of one part of the
Book seemed to flatly contradict the teachings 0£
other parts of the Book. It seemed clear to me
that if one teaching of the Bible were true, that
some other could not be, and like so many
another, I accepted so much of the Bible as was
wise enough to agree with me. But as I went
on studying the Bible, and as I went on growing
in likeness to God, I found that my difficulties
were disappearing; at first, one by one, then by
twos, and then by scores, ever disappearing more
and more. I found constantly that the nearer I
got to God, the nearer I got to the Bible; then
nearer still to God meant nearer still to the
Bible ; and nearer yet to God meant nearer yet
to the Bible. What is the inevitable mathemati•
cal conclusion? Two lines always converging
as they draw near to a given point must meet
when they reach that point. The nearer I got
to God, the nearer I got to the Bible ; the nearer
I got to God, the nearer I got to the Bible; the
nearer I got to God, the nearer I got to the Bible.
When I and God meet, I and the Bible wilt meet.
That is, the Bible was written from God's stand•
point. There is no honest escaping of this
conclusion.
Suppose I were to pass through a vast, dark,
and dangerous forest for the first time. Before
starting upon this perilous tour a guide was
brought to me who had often been through the
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forest before, and had conducted many a party
through in safety, and had never led a single
party astray. Under bis leadership I began my
journey through the forest. V,l e got on very:
nicely together for a ways, but after a time
came to a place where two roads diverged. The
guide said to me : '' The path to the right is the
right path to take." But my judgment and rea
son passing upon the phenomena observable by the
senses saw clear indication that the road to the
left was the road to take. I say to the guide :
" I know that you have been through this forest
time and again; that you have conducted many
a party through in safety, and I have great con
fidence in your judgment upon that account, but
in the present instance I believe you are wrong.
My reason and judgment passing upon the phe
nomena that I can observe by my senses see
clear indications that the road to the left is the
road to take. Now I have never been through
this forest before, and you have, and I know that
my reason and judgment are not infallible, but
they are the best guide that I have, and I cannot
throw them overboard. I must follow them."
So I take the road to the left. I go about a mile
and then come to an impassable morass, and
have to go back and take the way the guide said.
We get on well together again for a ways, but
again we come to a place where two paths di
verge. This time the guide says : " The road to
the left is the road to take." But my reason and

we
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judgment passing upon the phenomena observ
able by my senses see clear indication that the
road to the right is the road to take, and again we
have our little parley. Again I say to the guide:
" I know that you have passed through this forest
time and again, and that you never led a party
astray, and I have great confidence in your judg
ment on that account, but my reason and com
mon sense passing upon the phenomena observ
able by my senses tell me that the road to the
right is the road to take. Now, I know that my
reason and common sense are not infallible, but
they are the best guide that I have, and I cannot
throw them overboard." So again I go the way
my reason and common sense passing upon the
phenomena observable by my senses suggest. I
go about half a mile, and then run up against an
impassable barrier of rock, and have to go back
and go the way the guide said. Suppose that
this should happen fifty times, and every time the
guide proved right, and my reason and common
sense, passing upon the phenomena observable
by the senses, proved wrong, do you not think
that about the fifty-first time I would have rea
son and common sense enough to throw my ever
erring judgment to the winds and go the way
the guide said ? This has been my exact experi
ence with the Bible. Time and time again I
have come to the parting of the ways, where the
Bible said one thing and my reason and common
sense seemed to say another, and, fool that I was,
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I threw the Bible overboard and went the way
that my reason and common sense said, and
every time I have had to come back and go the
way the Bible said. I trust that the next time
when I and the Bible differ I will have common
sense enough to throw my ever-erring reason
and judgment overboard and go the way the
Bible says. The most irrational thing in the
world is what we call rationalism. Rationalism
is an attempt to subject the teachings of infinite
wisdom to the criticism of our finite judgment.
Could anything possibly be more irrational than
that? It never seems to occur to the rationalist
that God can have a good reason for saying or
doing a thing if he, the rationalist, cannot see
the reason. One of the greatest discoveries that
I ever made was one day when it dawned upon
me that God might possibly know more than I
did, and that God might possibly be right, when
to me He appeared to be wrong.
My tenth reason for believing the Bible to be
the Word of God is because of the testimony of
the Holy Spirit to that fact. To the one who
puts himself in the right attitude toward God
and truth, the Holy Spirit bears direct testimony
that the voice that speaks to him from the Bible
is the voice of God. One will often meet a godly
old woman, of no very wide reading or culture,
who still has a firm faith that the Bible is the
Word of God. If you ask her why she believes
the Bible to be the Word of God, she will reply:
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" I know the Bible to be the Word of God." But
again if you ask, "Why do you believe it to be
the Word of God? " she will reply: '·' I know it to
be the Word of God." And if still again you
ask: " Why do you believe it to be the Word of
God ? " again she will reply : " I know it to be
the Word of God." Very likely you will say:
"Well, I will not disturb the old lady's faith"
(no fear, you couldn't if you would), "but she is
beneath argument." You are mistaken, she is
above argument. Jesus Christ says: " He that
is of God heareth God's words" (John viii. 47).
Again Jesus Christ says: "My sheep hear my
voice" (John x. 27). She is one of God's chil
dren, and knows her Father's voice, and she
knows that the voice that speaks to her from the
Bible is the voice of God. She is one of Christ's
sheep, and she knows that the voice that speaks
to her from the Bible is the voice of the true
Shepherd.
I can tell you how anyone of you can come to
that same position, where you will be able to dis
tinguish God's voice, and to know that the voice
that speaks to you from the Bible is the voice of
God. Jesus Christ Himself tells us this in John
vii. 17, R.V.: "If any man willeth to do His will,
he shall know of the teaching whether it be of
God, or whether I speak from myself." The
surrender of the will to God opens the eyes of
the soul to see the truth of God. Jesus Christ
does not demand that a man shall believe with-
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out evidence, but He does demand that a man
shall put himself in that moral attitude toward
God and the truth that makes him competent to
appreciate evidence. There is nothing that so
clarifies the human mind as the surrender of the
will to God. Some years ago I was lecturing to
our students in Chicago on how to deal with
skeptics and infidels. Our lecture room in Chi
cago is open to all kinds and conditions of men,
and oftentimes it is a motley crowd that gathers
together-Christian and Jew, Roman Catholic
and Protestant, believers, skeptics, infidels, ag
nostics, and atheists. At the close of this lecture
the wife of the late Dr. A. J. Gordon of Boston
came to ._me and said: " Did you see the man
sitting near me as you spoke? " I had noticed
the man, because I had had some little conversa
tion with him before. "Well," she added,
"while you were speaking I heard him say, 'I
wish he would try it upon me.' " " I would be
glad to." "Well, there he is over in the comer."
I did not need to go to him, for when the others
had gone out he came to me and said: "Mr.
Torrey, I do not wish to say anything discour
teous, but really my experience contradicts
everything that you have said to these students
this morning." I replied: " Have you done what
I told these students to get the infidel or skeptic
to do, and guaranteed if they would do it they
would come out of their doubt and unbelief into
a clear faith in the Bible as the Word of God
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and Jesus as the Son of God? ., " Yes, I have
done it all." "Now," I said, "let's be definite
about this." So I called my secretary and dic
tated something like this : " I believe that there
is an absolute difference between right and
wrong" (I did not say, I believe that there is a
God, for this m·an was an agnostic, and neither
affirmed nor denied the existence of God, and
you have to begin where a man is), "and I
hereby take my stand upon the right to follow it
wherever it carries me. I promise to make an
honest search to find if Jesus Christ is the Son
of God, and if I find that He is, I promise to ac
cept Him as my Saviour, and confess Him pub
licly before the world." My secretary brought
two copies of this, and I handed them to him and
said : " Are you willing to sign this? " He re
plied: " Certainly," and signed them both. He
folded one and put it in his pocket. I folded the
other and put it in my pocket. Then he added:
"There is nothing in it. My case is very pecul
iar." (His case was peculiar. He had been
through Unitarianism, Spiritualism, Theosophy,
and pretty much all other isms, and was now an
out-and-out agnostic.) " Another thing," I
added, " do you know that there is not a God? "
"No," he said, "I don't know that there is not a
God. Any man is a fool to say he knows that
there is not a God. I am an agnostic ; I neither
affirm nor deny." I said: "Well, I know that
there is a God, but that won't do you any good.
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Do you know that God does not answer prayer? "
"No, I do not know that God does not answer
prayer. I do not believe that He answers prayer,
but I do not know that He does not answer
prayer.'' "Well," I said, " I know that He does
answer prayer, but that will not do you any good ;
but here is a possible clue to knowledge. You
are a graduate of a British University?" "Yes."
" You know the method of modern science?
The method of modern science is this, if one
finds a possible clue to knowledge, to follow that
possible clue to see what there may be in it.
Here is a possible clue. Will you adopt the
methods of modern science in religious investi
gation? Will you follow out this possible clue
to see what there may be in it? Will you offer
this prayer, ' Oh, God, if there be any God, show
me if Jesus Christ is Thy Son or not, and if Thou
showest me that He is Thy Son, I promise to
accept Him as my Saviour, and confess Him as
such before the world? ' " '' Yes," he said, " I
will do that, too; but there is nothing in it. My
case is very peculiar." "One more thing," I
said. "John says in John xx. 31: 'These are
written that ye might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye
might have life through His name.' Now John
tells us here that the Gospel of John is written
to show men the proof that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God. Will you read the proof? Will
you read the Gospel of John? " " I have read
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it again and again," he replied ; " I can quote
parts of it to you if you wish to hear them/'
"No," I said, "but I wish you to read it this time
in a new way. Each time before you read offer
this prayer, ' Oh, God, if there be any God, show
me what of truth there is in the verses I am
about to read, and what you show me to be true,
I promise to accept and take my stand upon.'
Now don't read too many verses at a time.
Don't try to believe or disbelieve. Simply be
open to conviction to the truth ; pay careful at
tention to what you read; and when you have
finished the Gospel report to me the result."
" Yes," he said, " I wiH do it all; but there is
nothing in it. My case is very peculiar."
" Never mind," I said, and went over again the
three things he had promised to do, and we sep
arated. About two weeks after I was speaking
on the South Side, and I saw this man in the hall.
At the close of the meeting he came to me and
said: "There was something in that." I replied:
" I knew that before." "Well," he said, "ever
since I have done what I promised I would do,
it is just as if I had been caught up and was
being carried along by the Niagara River, and
the first thing I know I shall be a shouting Meth
odist." I became a Methodist for the occasion.
and said : " Praise the Lord J" I went East to
lecture at some schools in Massachusetts. When
I came back there was a reception, and this man
was present at the reception, and he came to me
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and said: "Are you busy?., "Not too busy to
speak to you," I replied. We went into another
room, and he said : " I cannot understand it. I
cannot see how I ever listened to these men .,
(mentioning a number of infidel and Unitarian
writers and speakers). " It is all nonsense to
me now." "Oh," I said, "the Bible explains
that in I Cor. ii. 14: ' The natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him : neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned.' You
have taken the right attitude towards truth, and
God has opened your eyes to see the tmth." He
came out into a clear faith in Jesus Christ as the
Son of God, and the Bible as the v.,rord of God.
If any of you doubt this story, try it for yourself,
and you will have one of your own to tell.
Gentlemen, the Bible is the Word of God. The
voice that speaks to us from this Book is the
voice of God. But someone will say: " Suppo~e
it's the Word, what of it?" Everything of it!
If the Bible be the Word of God, then Jesus
Christ is the Son of God, and there is no salva
tion for any of us outside of a living faith in
Him that leads us to put all our trust for pardon
in His atoning work on the cross of Calvary,
and to surrender our wills and our lives abso
lutely to His control. Have you done this?
Will you do it now?

APPENDIX: WHICH SHALL WE BELIEVE, GOD OR MAN?
The beginning of a talk by R. A. Torrey
"For what if some did not believe? Shall their unbelief make the faith of
God without effect? God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a
liar."
Rom. 3:3,4.
WHAT I say to-night is going to save some of you and it is going to
damn some of you. Some of you are going to heed the truth and repent.
Some of you are going to harden your hearts against the truth and this
will come up against you in the day ofjudgment. Our subject is, Which
Shall We Believe, God or Man? You will find the text in Rom. 3: 3, 4,
"For what if some did not believe? Shall their unbelief make the faith of
God without effect? God forbid : yea, let God be true, but every man a
liar."
I. GOD'S WORD BETTER THAN MAN'S WORD.

My main proposition to-night is that God's word is better than man's.
We live in a day when men are disposed to put great faith in what men
say, especially in what learned men say, but little or no faith in what
God says. Let some great man of science announce some discovery and
no matter how incredible it may appear, no matter how much there is
about it that we cannot understand, we believe it at once. But let a man
find something in the Word of God that is contrary to his notions, or
that has something in it that he cannot understand, and he discards it at
once. Tell men what the Bible says and they look wise and shrug their
shoulders and say, Yes, but l do not think so. I think this way. Tell them
what some great scientist or some leading literary critic, or some
brilliant but erratic preacher says, and they think that settles it. What
foolishness, what consummate foolishness. The opinion of the greatest
scientist that ever lived, or the greatest philosopher, or the most learned
Hebrew or Greek scholar, or the most brilliant pulpit

orator is of no value whatever against the word of the infinitely wise
and eternally truthful God, of God who is never mistaken and cannot lie.
The opinion of all men together is ofno weight against the Word of
God. "Let God be true, and every man a liar." The man who believes
any man against God is a fool. The man who believes any company of
men against God is a fool. The Bible is the Word of God. That can be
proven by many unanswerable proofs. I have proven it from this
platform. On the other hand, for eighteen centuries and more the
opinions of scientists and philosophers have come and gone, to-day
regarded as the final word of wisdom, and to-morrow regarded as
sheerest folly. But the teachings of this book for all these centuries have
stood fast amid all the wreckage of man's thinking. The experience of
eighteen centuries proves that the man who banks on the Bible is wise.
The man who throws the Bible overboard and turns to any other source
of light and guidance always misses it in the long run. He always has for
eighteen centuries, and he always will for all the centuries that are to
come. The truly wise man is he who always believes this book against
the opinion of any man, against any scientist, against any philosopher,
against any literary scholar, against any council of theologians or any
congress of philosophers and savants. If the Bible says one thing and
any body of men, or any company of men say another, the truly wise
man will say, "Let God be true, but every man a liar."

